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Cugtard apple (Annona sqguamosa L.) variability in semi-
arid region of Gujarat
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Abstract : Therichness of plant genetic resources and extent of genetic diversity in custard apple provides ample opportunities
for improvement in different ways. Wide range of genetic diversity with respect to various aspects of phenology viz., growth,
flowering, fruiting behaviour and nutritional and qualitative charactersin custard apple offer immense opportunity to explorethe
germplasm for superior genotypes from existing popul ation growing under Gujarat. Since, genetic diversity isimportant source of
crop improvement for devel oping promising varietiesfor livelihood and health security, henceits collection, ex-situ conservation
and characterization is necessary under rainfed conditions of semi-arid ecosystem of Gujarat, so asto explored and conserve the
source of promising genesfor creating better yield, quality and having high medicinal significance and resistanceto abiotic stress
through selection and hybridization from the different part of Gujarat.
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